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None - one shot 


James breathed in the fresh night air as he stepped out through the front door of the Metallimansion and 
into the garden. It was a beautiful evening; the sky above was clear and the stars sparkled like multi coloured 
jewels set in a velvet, violet blanket. 


James had come outside for two reasons. One was that he was bored of being indoors; the living room felt 
stifling and hot. The second reason was because when James had glanced out of the window, he had seen Lars 


outside and he was curious to know what Lars was doing. 

James walked round the side of the house until Lars came into view. Now James could see that he had a 
telescope. He was pointing it upwards; his eye squinting against the eyepiece. James strolled over to him, his 
trainers rustling gently in the grass. Lars looked round and smiled. 


"Hey James", he said. "What's up?" 


"Not much. TV is boring tonight and Kirk and Jase are playing chess, so | came outside to see what you were 
doing’. 


"lm looking for planets", said Lars. "I just found Saturn, wanna see?" 
"Sure" said James. "Can you see the rings?" 


"Yeah" said Lars. He beckoned James closer. "Just look in there but be careful not to nudge the telescope, in 


case you move Saturn out of view. 

"OK then’, said James. He leaned over, carefully pressing his eye against the eyepiece. At first, all he could see 
was a black circle. Then, as his eyes became used to the dark, the black changed to a deep blue and a yellow 
dot appeared. The dot became clearer until at last, James saw that is was a disc, a tiny disc with at least one 
visible ring around it. 

"Wow!" said James, impressed. "That's awesome!" 


"Yeah", Lars said eagerly. "When | look through the telescope, it almost feels like I'm actually up in a spaceship". 


"Yeah, imagine flying through our solar system and seeing the planets as your spaceship passed them by", said 


James. He admired Saturn for another minute then stood up again. 
"Have you seen any other planets tonight yet?" 


"Hmm, no, just Saturn so far", Lars replied He put his eye to the telescope once more, peering into the 


viewfinder. "I'm trying to see Uranus now but that's more difficult cos it's not as bright". 


‘| can show you that, if you like", smirked James and he undid the button and his jeans and pretended to pull 


his zip down. 
‘James! That's not funny!" Lars exclaimed, even though he was already giggling. 
"Awww, | only offered", said James in a mock hurt tone. 


"You're silly", said Lars, still chuckling. He stood up straight and gazed up to the sky. "See that bright yellow 
star up there? The one just above the house that's brighter than all the others round it?" 


James did up his trousers and looked in the same direction as Lars. "Yeah, | can see it" he said. 
"That's Saturn", said Lars. 


"Really?" said James surprised. "| mean, yeah of course | believe you Lars but | didn't realise that you could 


see it with your eyes". 


"Yeah, you can see all the first five planets with just your eyes", said Lars. 


"Cool" said James. "Though | know another one too". 
"Hmm, which one?" 


"Earth, of course", said James. He grinned at Lars and waved his arms around. "Look, Earth is all around us, 


we're seeing it all the time". 

"You're double silly’, said Lars, laughing again. "I think that..hey!" 

"Hey?" inquired James but Lars was now gazing right up, a big smile on his face. 
"Look, James", he said softly. "There's Orion". 


James looked to where Lars was pointing. Sure enough, there was the familiar constellation that they all knew 


so well. The one that Metallica had composed a song about. The one that always reminded them of Cliff. 


James put his arm around Lars’ shoulders and held him close. He felt Lars snuggle up and then slide his arm 


around James waist; patting James on the hip. Neither of them spoke, as there was no need for words. 


Whenever James and his friends saw Orion, they knew that it meant that Cliff was up there, watching over 


them. 


The End 


